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!"#$%&'() 
1. What are some advantages of relational 
evangelism?

2. What are some dangers associated with 
this approach?
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1. When is initial contact evangelism most 
appropriate?

2. What are some dangers associated with 
this approach?

Study These Two Visuals
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 Initial Contact Evangelism and Relational Evangelism
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Establish initial contact 
through an unex-
pected or planned 
encounter

Establish initial contact through 
an unexpected or planned 

encounter

Share the gospel in its entirety 
with a challenge for faith 
response

Develop a genuine caring friendship 
through reoccurring contacts

Refocus evangelistic communication 
as per the unbeliever’s response Sow gospel seeds by appropriately 

introducing spiritual issues

Continued contacts with the unbeliever 
where possible Continue to share more of the gospel in 

a loving and factual manner

Continue to focus on overcoming the 
unbeliever’s points of gospel resis-
tance

Share the gospel in its entirety in 
a ripe opportunity and encourage 

a faith response

Continue to proclaim and teach 
the gospel, with ongoing ap-
peals for a faith response

Continue to share 
and teach the gospel, 

with ongoing appeals for 
a faith response



© 2007 Good Soil E&D – Info@GoodSoil.com 6

Think of one person that you know who is most likely not a true believer—not saved.

Understanding-Receptivity Matrix
How does the following matrix relate to the two models on page 5?

 The Good Soil E&D Scale – The Horizontal Dimension

Place an “X” in the Understanding-Receptivity Matrix above to indicate where you think this 
person is in his/her: 

1.  Understanding of the gospel and
2.  Receptivity toward embracing the gospel.

Be prepared to discuss this question: 
In addition to the work of God’s Spirit, what do you think this person needs most in his/her “conversion 
process” in order for him/her to trust Jesus Christ and be born into God’s family?
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Counts cost of a faith response

Confronted with a faith response

Senses personal spiritual conviction

Understands some gospel concepts*

Interested in Jesus and the gospel

Exposed to other Christian concepts

Realizes there is only one true God

Vulnerable to false religious beliefs

Seeks to fi ll personal spiritual void

Senses personal spiritual emptiness

Aware of higher Power or powers

Born with a God-Vacuum
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Repents & 
trusts Jesus
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 13:23 (head)

Mark 4:20 (heart & will)
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